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Thanks to an odd-lookin, contraption that is a cross between an automobile, 

a sle.3, pnd a tank, Archie V. I’ll, manager of the Red Rock Lakes N~etional Wild- 

life Refuge in northwestern Fiont~::le, czn travel over deep winter snows with the 

case of R motorist on n concrete ro:id in summer. 

According to a Fish and Wildlife Service report to Secretary of the Interior 

Earold L. I&es, the snowmobile is important to Xanager Rull in his work on the 

rare trumpeter swans that winter on open spring heads about 12 miles from the 

refuge headquarters. Only 190 trumpeter swans are left in the United States, ac- 

cordin:; to a recent count, which revealed that 128 of the birds were on the Red 

Ro cl Lakes Refuge. 

Refuge personnel have traveled more than 4,000 miles over drifts 8 to 10 

feet deep since the snowmobile was purchased in 1939. Deep snows usually are 

present in the section from 1Tovecber throu& krch. 

During the spri?:g brea!k-up, when both deep snow and bare ground must be 

covered, the snowmobile is psrticulnrly dosireble, the manager said. 



At the rear of the snokmcbile is a steel caterpillar belt 7 feet long and 

14 ir,c&s wide, which runs over two center idler wheels. Steel skis in front 

serve to qzi.de the car over snow drifts <and keq it from bogging down. 

The skis and front wheels are munted on an eccentric axle which permits 

the szlowxobile o;ler;ltor to raise one or the other, depending on the ,;romld to 

be covemd. 

Average speed of the machine over snow is 15 miles an hour, though it can 

attain 25 to 30 miles a,r: hoiir if necessary. 

The snowmobile serves not r>rll;r in w2r’k on the truqctar SW~L-LS but it also 

is of gcncral uacfldnoss as 3, 3emis of briq;i;-.~~; supplies in from the towns of 

Moilida 2nd Qil13n. With a regular car, it rcc;.:ires 3 days to m&e a round trip 

iz winter to Dilion, 70 r2ilCs frm th”u refuge. With the snmmobile the trip can 

be rnadc ix 1 day. 
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